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2. A JEWEL IN ITs SETTING 


EXT morning, instead of reading a story 

from the Bible, Miss MacDonald asked 

the children to open their New Testaments 
at the sixth chapter of Matthew. 

“Jesus had been teaching the people about 
a great many things,” she explained. “In 
Matthew, chapters 5, 6, and 7, we have what 
is known as His Sermon on the Mount. Can 
anyone tell me why. it is called that? No 
one? Eric, read the first verse of chapter 5.” 

“And seeing the multitudes, he went’ up 
into a mountain: and when he was set, his 
disciples came unto him: and he opened his 
mouth, and taught them,” read Eric. “I 
guess it was because He was on a mountain- 
side when He preached that sermon,” he 
added. 

“Right,” said Miss MacDonald. 

- But a hand was waving at the back of the 
room. 

“Yes, Jane?” 

“There’s the Beatitudes, coming right 
after what Eric read,” burst out Jane. “We 
learned them in Sunday school. You know— 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,’ and all the 
others. Are they part of the Sermon on the 
Mount, too?” 

“Indeed they are, Jane; they are the very 
first part of it. And in the next three chap- 
ters, Jesus teaches us many, many things. 
They are set like gleaming jewels in a beau- 
tiful circle of gold. 

“But now look at chapter 6. Start read- 
ing it silently, and put up your hand when 
you come to a jewel you have already seen.” 
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Z¥- OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Chil 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


For a few moments there was complete 


‘quiet, and then a little gasp. A hand shot 


up, followed by another, and then another. 
Miss MacDonald did not need to ask what 
the children had found. 

“Let’s read all together,” she said, “start- 
ing at verse 9.” 

So the children read. 

“After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

“I never knew that that was in the Bible!” 
declared Patsy in astonishment. 

“Yes, Patsy, those are the Lord Jesus’ own 
words, written down for us by His disciple 
Matthew,” responded Miss MacDonald. 
“Here Jesus is giving us a perfect prayer, 
a sort of pattern for all our prayers. He has 
told us to pray ‘after this manner.’ What 
does that mean?” 

“In this way, or, like this?” asked Mary. 

“That’s it,” agreed Miss MacDonald. “But 
He wants us not only to say the words of 
this prayer with our lips, as we do at school, 
and at church, and perhaps before we go to 
bed at night, but He also wants us to learn 
the real meaning of this prayer, and to pray 
it with all our hearts, as well. We certainly 

(Continued on page 181) 
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Multiplicity of organizations that hold national con- 
ventions, pass resolutions, and that accomplish little or 
nothing even though these resolutions are telegraphed to 
the White House characterize our generation. Today the 
individual counts for less and less. Apparently he can 
accomplish nothing by himself. He may have vision, 
ability, a God-given gift and ministry, but, sooner or later, 
he must have an organization to support him. All too often, 
an organization is built around an individual’s gift. Eventu- 
ally he dies, but at all costs the organization must be per- 
petuated, often to become a parasite upon the body of 
Christendom. One could parody the old saying and write, 
“Old organizations never die.” God’s method is men 
rather than organizations. Once the organization begins to 
function, the next necessary step is the inevitable convention 
with all the paraphernalia and ballyhoo of Madison Avenue 
publicity. There are the buttons and badges, the press 
releases and photographs, the plenary sessions, the public 
addresses to which almost no one listens, the caucus meet- 
Large sums of money are spent in promotion to drum 
up a record attendance. The official delegates, the official 
observers, the fraternal representatives. When all the 
cacophony of convention has died away and the charwomen 
are sweeping up the papers in the empty rooms, we ask 
ourselves what has been accomplished. Nothing. But wait 


ings. 


Organizations, Conventions, and Resolutions 


a minute! We have forgotten the resolutions. This is 
the heart of the national gathering—the resolution, that 
warmed over cabbage and cold mashed potatoes. The reso- 
lution, that strategic moment for the hackneyed bromide 
when the man with the genius for stating the obvious rises 
to his feet and puts his motion to the gathering. The con- 
vention unanimously agrees that people should drink more 
milk or that Communism is a national danger, that Chris- 
tians ought to unite, or that drunkenness is a sin. Then 
there are the press releases, the telegrams to the President, the 
hundreds of signatures penned to paper. This of course is 
absurd on the secular level, but it becomes a tragedy when 
the truth of God and the cause of Christ are reduced to 
such pitiful futility. Wesley, Luther, Savonarola formed 
no such organizations. Rather they were cast out from the 
organizations to which they belonged. In Heaven there will 
be no organizations and no denominations. There will only 
be people, those living stones that compose the Church, the 
Body of Christ, and of which He is the head. It is the 
gathering of these living stones, the conforming of them 
to the image of Christ, and the fitting of them into God’s 
eternal building that is the work of the Holy Spirit today. 
If we are engaged in work other than this, it is not God’s 
work. God’s supreme means of accomplishing this end is 
(Continued om page 182) 
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“Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in 
the fires” (Isa. 24:15). 


T IS a comparatively easy matter to 
thank God for the trouble—suffer- 
ing, pain, disappointment—after the 
difficulty is over. One can then see the 
affliction in a clearer light, and value 
the results. However, it is another mat- 
ter entirely to praise and glorify God 
while we are still in the fire. But God 
does not ask the easy things of His chil- 
dren—that which can be done in hu- 
man strength and power alone. He 
asks of us that which requires the grace 
of God. 
As usual, our finest examples of this 
truth are in God’s Word. 


Job is the greatest example of hu- 
man suffering, in the Old Testament 
at least, inspiring countless numbers of 
God’s children through the ages. Al- 
though while immersed in indescrib- 
able mental and physical suffering, he 


state of his body, he would not hear 
the suggestion of his wife that he curse 
God and die. “For I know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth” (Job 
19:25). After God revealed His might 
and glory to him, Job said, “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee” (Job 
42:5). The first two chapters of the 
Book of Job show something of the 
mystery of suffering; how Satan was 
allowed to test Job and prove his faith 
and faithfulness. 

When Daniel heard of the decree for- 


(Continued on page 179) 
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@® "A real evangelical movement is 
emerging within the Church of Rome," 
reports The Christian Century. A re- 
port to the Edinburgh, Scotland, pres= 
bytery describes a revival of Biblical 
theology in the Catholic Church, and, 
in some areas, the removal of saints’ 
images, the incorporation of evangel- 
ical hymns into worship, and the cen- 
trality of the sermon. Further, in 
Germany, 72 former priests have en- 
tered the evangelical ministry, 40 in 
France have moved to the Reformed 
Church, and great numbers in Italy are 
seeking admission to the Waldensian 
Church, 








@ JOHANNESBURG, S. AFRICA.—Edward 
Adkins, a 64-year-old American Prot- 
estant missionary, has diedasaresult 
of injuries received when he and his 
wife were attacked allegedly by a 
group of natives near here. He and 
his wife were walking home from Sunday 
evening services when the attack oc- 
curred. Mrs. Adkins is hospitalized 
with possible skull fracture. 











@® CHICAGO. —Moody Literature Mis- 
sion, serving 64 evangelical missions 
overseas, announces the following 
advances on the world-wide missionary 
literature front: 17 new book centers 
in key cities around the world; over 
10,000 public school classrooms re- 
ceived sets of free books; 357 colpor- 
teurs working in Southeast Asia, South 
Africa, and Argentina ; correspondence 
courses reaching thousands of stu- 
dents; 1,500 Bibles for satellite 
countries in Europe; nearly 1,000 
showings of Gospel science films; and 
a million Arabic tracts printed. 








@ SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA.—Difusiones 
InterAmericanas, co-operative agency 
for missionary radio in Latin America, 
announces that an all-out effort will 
be made to reach the entire Jivaro In- 
dian tribe in Ecuador through sys- 
tematic distribution of Radio Station 
HCJB transistor radios strategically 
placed throughout the tribe. The evan- 
gelistic broadcasts will be beamed 
from HCJB daily in the early morning. 








@ SAN FRANCISCO.—Episcopal Bishop 
James Pike of California, replying to 
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THE TIMES News Report. 





charges of heresy leveled against him 





by a group of Episcopal clergy in Geor- 
gia, said that religious "myths" have 
"an important place in the communica- 
tion of the Gospel." He cited the 
story of the Garden of Eden as an ex- 
ample of a myth used to explain a com- 
plicated truth. "I do not know a 
single member of the Anglican commun- 
ion—bishop, presbyter, deacon, or 
layman, who believes this story lit- 
erally," he said. He described the 
Virgin Birth as another such myth 
which men ought to be free to accept or 
reject. 


@ The Sunday School World, magazine 
of The American Sunday School Union, 
is observing its 100th year of contin- 
uous publication. The monthly has had 
as its aim to make known to the Chris- 
tian public the work of the A.S.S.U. 
in promoting "religious education 
through Bible study and the establish- 
ment of Sunday schools." 








@ BRASILIA, BRAZIL.—Ground will be 
broken soon here for a Presbyterian 
institute to train Protestant laymen 
from all of Latin America. The pro- 
gram will include workshops for dis- 
cussion of social, economic, and 
religious problems. 








@® U.S. shipment of surplus food to 
Communist China was recommended re- 
cently by Billy Graham. "What a dra- 
matic thing it would be if 100 ships 
could sail from the West Coast with 
stores of our surplus food. Weare not 
at war with the people of China and this 
would have a tremendous effect. We 
cannot compromise with their ideology, 
but we should feed them when they aré 
hungry." Dr. Graham said that the pro- 
posal came to him from a group of 
students at the University of Michi- 
gan, and that he would communicate 
with Secretary of State Rusk about it. 
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Church Discipline 


In suburban Scarsdale, N. Y., the Rev. George F. Kemp- 
sell, Jr., rector of the Church of St. James the Less, has 
refused holy Communion to parishioners who excluded 
a Jewish-born Christian from a country club dance, until 
they repent of their “sin against God.” Mr. Kempsell told 
his congregation, ““Anyone who has in any way, by word 
or in thought or in deed acquiesced with this position . . . 
is no longer welcome to receive holy Communion at this 
altar—at God’s altar—in this parish until such time as he 
has worked out his own peace with God in his own way.” 
He said that members involved in the discriminatory act 
could make amends only by general confession at prayer, 
or by individual confession to him or any other Episcopal 


clergyman. 
The rector cited as authority for his action both Gala- 
tians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek . . . for ye are 


all one in Christ Jesus,” and the Book of Common Prayer 
which reads: “If among those who come to be partakers of 
the holy Communion the minister shall know any . . . to 
have done any wrong to his neighbors by word or deed, 
so that the congregation be thereby offended; he shall adver- 
tise him that he presume not to come to the Lord’s Table, 
until he have openly declared himself to have truly repented 
and amended his former evil life . . .” 

The principal issue here is not merely racial discrimination. 





That is a thorny problem, and earnest Christians have 
widely divergent views on the subject, although prejudice 
and injustice are-patently contrary to Scripture. The criti- 
cal point illustrated by this incident is that rare thing, 
church discipline. This rector has exercised stern discipline 
for a public act that his church has condemned as immoral. 
The instructions given by the Apostle Paul to the church 
at Corinth concerning the order for the Lord’s table include 
solemn warning against entering into this sacrament un- 
worthily. None of us is worthy by his own merits. Only 
the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse us and prepare us for 
the fellowship of His table. On the other hand, there are 
some things that are not made right merely by private 
confession to God. Take, for instance, a stolen sum of 
money. No amount of prayer for forgiveness will make 
this right without a return of the money. 

Similarly, although the church members’ involvement in 
a dance seems incongruous to begin with, the rector is right 
to insist that the testimony of the holy Communion not 
be marred by the public presence of sin—in this case, an 
act of prejudice. Whether we are Episcopalian, Presby- 
terian, or Baptist, we must commend the rector for his 
insistence on New Testament discipline, even at the risk 
of incurring the wrath of some wealthy and influential 
parishioners. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS ST ATISTICS.—The November 23, 1960, Bulletin of the Mission- 
ary Research Library, reports that Protestant churches throughout the world are sending 42,- 
250 missionaries to lands other than their own. Of this number 27,219, or 64.4 per cent, go from 
North America. The North American foreign missionary force has increased 81 per cent dur- 
ing the past ten years. 

The report continues: “The distribution of the societies is not even. Japan and India claim the 
interest of the largest number, each with 108. The Philippines and Hong Kong are areas of con- 
cern to 58 societies; Taiwan to 55 (compared with two before World War II), Korea to 34. 
In Latin America, Brazil has attracted 66 North American missionary organizations. Nigeria 
leads Africa with 38 North American missions, followed by the Congo with 36. The countries 
of North Africa, the Middle East, and the South Pacific have a relatively small number of Ameri- 
can societies. No American missions are found in Afghanistan, Bhutan, or the People’s Repub- 
lic of China (Communist), and very few in the Communist countries of Eastern Europe and 
certain Arabic areas.” 

A GOOD CONFESSION .—The Mino Mission of Japan reports that in a certain city, some 
Christian girls working in a large wool factory were ordered to participate in ceremonies and 
take turns cleaning the shrine precincts of the “fox god.” When they refused they were told, 
“Take part with other workers or be dismissed.” Their families were called in to bring pressure 
upon the girls, but they witnessed a good confession and amid the condemnation of family, 
friends, and factory department -heads, they left in “disgrace” for following a religion that was 
contrary to Japanese customs. They came to the Mission for a time of prayer and waiting for 
God to open up other work. Exactly five days later, four of the factory “bosses” and dormitory 
heads called on the girls to apologize and request them to return, promising to respect their Chris- 
tian faith. Here in Japan superiors never admit wrong or apologize to inferiors. It was a most 





unexpected answer to prayer. 
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S THERE healing in the Cross of 
Christ? Not in the sense that some 
hold and teach. There is no warrant 

in Scripture for the belief that faith in 
Christ secures deliverance from all sick- 
ness. The most obvious answer to those 
who exaggerate the efficacy of the Cross 
beyond God’s appointment is the case 
of Paul. “There was given to me,” he 
wrote, “a thorn in the flesh, the mes- 
senger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. For 
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, 


that it might depart from me. And he 
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:7-9). 

One of God’s methods of discipline 
with His children is illness. God will 
perfect the body later. He will give a 
spiritual and glorious body in the resur- 
rection (1 Cor. 15:42-44). Meanwhile, 
He is seeking conformity of the Chris- 
tian’s heart to “the image of his Son” 
(Rom. 8:29). If it is necessary in His 
wisdom to use the disciplines of illness, 
frustration, and sorrow, God will use 
them. He is, indeed, using them all the 
time with others and ourselves. “Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous: but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them 
all” (Psa. 34:19). 

Where, then, does the Cross come in? 
How may we relate our afflictions to 
the Cross? How does the Cross of 
Christ give us relief? 

First, there is simply the remem- 
brance of the Cross. If Jesus suffered 
for sin, it is not surprising that we, al- 
though forgiven, should suffer in the 
midst of sin. If He learned “obedience 
by the things which he suffered” (Heb. 
5:8), our perfecting must lie along the 
same road. 

When the Israelites arrived at Marah 
soon after their exodus from Egypt, 
they were deeply disappointed to find 
the waters bitter and brackish. They 
did the easy and human thing. They 
murmured against their leader. Poor 
Moses went to God with his trouble. 
Then “the Lord shewed him a tree, 
which when he had cast into the waters, 
the waters were made sweet...” (Exod. 
15:25). This suggests a beautiful sym- 
bolism. The tree that sweetens the 
waters of bitter experience for the 
Christian is the Cross. Let the afflicted 
believer remember that we are in a uni- 
verse where spiritual and moral gains 
are won with a price. The price is 
pain. If there had been a better way, 
God would doubtless have used it. 

7 The writer, in a former pastorate, 
went hastily one morning to a bereaved 
family. The morning newspaper told 
the story of a college youth, twenty 
years of age, killed in a storm on a 
mountain highway. He was a good 
Christian and was working in the sum- 
mer to help meet expenses. The 
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Dr. Weisiger discusses in this article 
the ways in which the Cross gives 
meaning to our afflictions. 





replied, “I made a promise.” This man 
hobbled to church and to the Lord’s 
table almost to the end. His pastor 
could see the connection between the 
Saviour’s grace and the man’s fidelity 
to his marriage vow. 

Third, the Cross carries with it the 
guarantee of the crown. “If we suffer, 


OUR AFFLICT 


PAP A—l—— 


mother, without looking up, said: “Please 
say something that will keep it from 
hurting so.” The words that came to 
the writer’s lips were: “I’m not sure I 
can, but I know God can. Remember 
how He allowed His only begotten Son 
to die.” The mother seemed to find 
strength in her remembrance of the 
Cross. 

Second, a positive grace flows from 
the Cross. Because we are reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son, we re- 
ceive virtue or strength by His life, 
that is, by His indwelling (Rom. 5:10). 
The “saving” of this marvelous verse is 
not only a future one but a present 
one. This is the grace that was suffi- 
cient for Paul, the strength that was 
made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12: 
7-9). 

I remember a man who was called 
home to be with the Lord when he was 
about eighty-five. He had been a gra- 
cious and consistent Christian. His wife, 
who passed away two or three years 
before him, had been slightly deranged. 
She was never committed to an insti- 
tution, but her wild imaginings and 
razor tongue were a sore trial to every- 
one. The man never bétrayed a feel- 
ing of annoyance, and only after his 
wife was gone did he intimate that he 
had been under a long strain. When 
asked how he had endured so much, he 
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we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim. 
2:12). No sigh, no groan, no éxperi- 
ence of sorrow and loneliness borne for 
Christ’s sake will be wasted or forgot- 
ten. “Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning” (Psa. 
30:5). 

We may often trace the beneficial 
results of accepted affliction down the 
ensuing generations. Of all the fol- 
lowers of Jesus none had a more in- 
tense devotion than Mary Magdalene. 
In all four Gospels she is mentioned 
first among the women who watched 
the Crucifixion and burial of Jesus and 
who went to minister to His body on 
the first day of the week. John’s Gos- 
pel poignantly portrays her heart- 
broken attachment to the Lord (John 
20:11-18). Because of the great love 
that she had, and the agony she en- 
dured, she has been a blessing to all 
generations. For the Lord’s dealings 
with her have softened and comforted 
innumerable hearts. Part of Mary Mag- 
dalene’s reward is her ministry to mil- 
lions since the New Testament was 
written. 

Today in Calcutta there is a remark- 
able work at the Lee Memorial Mission. 
Shouts of happy children at play re- 
veal the care that has been given in 
Christ’s name to many sons and daugh- 
ters of India for six decades. Those 
who visit this mission learn, if they did 
not know it before, that it was asso- 
ciated with a terrible tragedy. The 
Rev. and Mrs. David Lee organized the 
work in 1894. In September, 1899, the 
Lees left six of their seven children in 
the cool of Darjeeling while they went 
down to Calcutta’s heat for the autumn 
work. On September 24 a cyclone 
struck Darjeeling followed by thirty- 
six hours of rain. Part of the moun- 
tain upon which the house of the Lees 
was built broke away. Wilbur, 13, was 
the only child to survive, and he lived 
but a few days. He related that Vida, 
17, told her brothers and sisters with 
face. aglow that they would all soon 
be in Heaven. A white marker bears 
the name and ages of the children with 
a quotation: “Thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory.”, 

Nowhere are we so limited in under- 
standing as in attempting to assess the 
reasons for affliction. A humble recog- 


CARY N. WEISIGER Ill, D.D. 
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nition that here as in all areas of life 
God is pleased to keep some secrets 
will help. We are surrounded by mys- 
tery. Great scientists know very little 
about such well-known and widely used 
phenomena as light and electricity. A 
man suffers from arthritis for thirty 
years and the last three of those years 
are complicated by slow cancer. This 
man is a devout Christian. Why does 
he have to suffer so? Quick answers 
do not satisfy. A search of the Scrip- 
tures reveals this gem: “For the Lord 
will not cast off for ever: but though 
he cause grief, yet will he have compas- 
sion according to the multitude of his 
mercies. For he doth not afflict will- 
ingly nor grieve the children of men” 
(Lam. 3:31-33). ‘ 

Our best light is, however, to be 
found at the Cross. Sir John Bow- 
ring was not far from the mark when 
he wrote: 


In the cross of Christ I gio 
Towering o’er the wrec of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers ’round its head ‘cable. 


Bane and blessing, pain sak pee, 
By the cross are sanctifi 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 


(To be continued) 


Temperance . Nuggets 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 

Solomon’s Picture—Three thousand 
years ago, Solomon gave a perfect pic- 
ture of the drinker. He portrays the 
man who drinks as one who has woe, 
babbling, wounds, and redness of eyes. 
The Bible does not compromise with 
this evil. Drunkenness is not spoken 
of with any trace of sympathy or sen- 
timentality, but is regarded as a sin 
which, if not forsaken, will bar men 
and women from everlasting happiness. 


The New York World Telegram, De- 
cember 30, 1960, carried these items to 
help keep the highway safer on New 
Year’s Eve: “Police in many metropoli- 
tan area communities planned to offer 
free coffee to motorists, much of it sup- 
plied by Martinson Coffee Co. as part 
of a campaign to aid ‘tired drivers.’ 
The New York Thruway Authority will 
serve free coffee to motorists in Thru- 
way restaurants from 10 p.m. on Satur- 
day to 7 a.m. on Sunday. The Travelers 
Hotel at LaGuardia Airport said it 
would offer free drunkometer tests to 
motorists. Those judged able to drive 
will get coffee, and those failing to 
pass the test will be offered a free 
night’s lodging in the hotel.” 


Who Is Immune?—Dr. Robert Flem- 
ing of Harvard Medical College warned, 
“Anyone, if he drinks enough over a 
period of time, will become addicted. 
It takes some people longer than others 
to attain addiction, but no human be- 
ing can be regarded as immune, and 
moderate drinking is impossible for the 
addict.” . 
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Holy Seripture—a Sacred Mystery 


Can you prove the infallibility of the Bible? 


By JOHN W. SANDERSON, Jr. 


ANY, even some within evangelical 

circles, are expressing doubts as 
to the full truthfulness of the Bible. It 
is therefore to be expected that con- 
servative scholars will speak with a 
view to resolving these doubts. 

Philip E. Hughes, editor of The 
Churchman, spoke on the English Re- 
formers and their view of inspiration 
on the occasion of his Worcester Lecture 
at Westminster Seminary early in De- 
cember. Although “the question of the 
divine inspiration of Holy Scripture was 
scarcely a live issue four hundred years 
ago, for it was not in dispute—it was 
universally acknowledged that the Bible 
was the inspired Word of God—this 
does not mean that the Reformers did 
not have much to say about the Bible 
and its origin.” Quoting extensively 
from such men as James Pilkington, 
Thomas Cranmer, Hugh Latimer, 
William Whitaker, John Jewel, and 
William Tyndale, the lecturer showed 
that their view of the Bible was that of 
verbal inspiration and that they insisted 
that the authority of the Fathers and of 
the Church must be subject to that of 
the Scripture. 

In the second part of his lecture he 
turned to the writings of Calvin to 
show how in his commentaries the same 
principles enunciated by the English 
Reformers worked out when applied to 
the Bible itself. When confronted by 
passages which might appear to offer 
problems or perplexities, Calvin was 
not “embarrassed or disconcerted,” said 
Dr. Hughes. “Holy Scripture is a sacred 
mystery” and we cannot plumb its 
depths any more than we can that “still 
more wonderful mystery” of the incar- 
nate Son who is both God and man. 

Professor John Murray of Westmin- 
ster Seminary, speaking to a group of 
university students on “The Infallibil- 
ity of Scripture,” called attention to the 
fact that infallibility is not capable of 
proof since the Bible speaks of things 
which men of science are incapable of 
confirming: the details of creation, the 
events of Genesis 3, the meaning of the 
death of Christ, and others. 

“Thus, on the question of warrant for 
the proposition that Scripture is infal- 
lible, what are we to say? The only 


ground is the witness of Scripture to 
itself, to its own origin, character, and 
authority. 

“This may seem an illegitimate way . 
of supporting the proposition at issue. 
Are we not begging the question? We 
are seeking for the ground of the pro- 
position that Scripture is infallible. 
And then we say: we ‘believe this be- 
cause the Scripture says so, which, in 
turn, assumes that we are to accept the 
verdict of Scripture. ... This is the 
situation and we must frankly confess 
it to be so. It can be no otherwise in 
the situation that belongs to us in 
God’s providential grace.” 

In God’s grace the Bible is an utterly 
unique book, Professor Murray said. 
There is nothing to which we may com- 
pare it. “Here then is the conclusion 
proceeding from its uniqueness, its in- 
comparable singularity in the situation 
that is ours in God’s providence. If we 
do not accept its verdict respecting its 
own character or quality, we have no 
warrant to accept its verdict respect- 
ing anything else. If its witness respect- 
ing itself is not authentic, then by what 
warrant may we accept its witness on 
other matters? By reason of what 
Scripture is and means in the whole 
compass of Christian faith and hope we 
are shut up to what Scripture teaches 
respecting its origin, character and au- 
thority.” 

After showing from several New Tes- 
tament passages that the Bible claims 
finality, Professor Murray reasoned 
further that “unless we assess infal- 
libility in the light of the data with 
which Scripture provides us, we 
shall be liable to judge infallibility by 
criteria to which Scripture does not 
conform. This is one of the most ef- 
fective ways of undermining biblical 
infallibility.” 

This means that we may not approach 
Scripture with preconceived notions as 
to how it is to be interpreted or with 
arbitrarily adopted norms of truth and 
of historical accuracy. “The Scripture 
does not make itself ridiculous by con- 
forming to what pedants might re- 
quire,” Murray concluded. 


ORELAND, Pa. 





Motorist’s Prayer.— 
Lord, grant me a steady hand and watchful eye, 
That no man may be hurt when I pass by. 
Thou gavest life, I pray no act of mine 
May take away, or mar that act of Thine. 
Britain’s daily press has given some 
disquieting news concerning the drink- 
ing habits of women. It said, “The 
hand that rocks the cradle has a Firm 
Hand on the bottle. Women’s demand 
for champagne and sherry has made 
millionaires of manufacturers over the 
past ten years... . Sales of vodka have 


rocketed in the past two years and 70% 
of all vodka drinkers are women.” Tests 
prove that vodka contains more pure 
alcohol than most other liquors. 


“Many Christians have been too smug 
concerning this great and forbidding 
evil,” said Billy Graham. “Negatively, 
they have folded their hands and said, 
‘Drunkenness does not bother me,’ 
while at the same time they do noth- 
ing to ‘bother drunkenness,’ and to de- 


(Continued on page 181) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I 
speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled 
in themselves. 

14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. 

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. 

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world. 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth. 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word; 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father art in me, 


International Uniform Lesson 





JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS OWN (Temperance) 


John 17; printed text, verses 13-26 


Golden Text.—I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
thou shouldest keep them from the evil.—John 17:15 


and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: 
but I have known thee, and these have known that thou 
hast sent me. 

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will de- 
clare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be 
in them, and I in them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


HAS been often observed by care- 
[i Bible students that John seven- 
teen contains the true Lord’s Prayer, 
and that the one that is popularly re- 
ferred to as such—that is, the model 
petition of Matthew 6:9-13—is actually 
the Disciples’ Prayer. Christ taught His 
disciples to pray the latter “after this 
manner.” The one under consideration 
today, however, is His own in a peculiar 
sense. 

At nine o’clock on the morning fol- 
lowing this great prayer, the Lord Jesus 
would be nailed hand and foot to a 
Roman cross in the place of public 
execution—the place of a skull—outside 
the walls of Jerusalem. He foreknew 
every grim detail in advance. He was 
fully aware of the awful humiliation 
and anguish that awaited Him. 

Now, any ordinary person who found 
himself facing such an ordeal within a 
few hours would have little time to 
think of any matters outside his own 
interests, and would have very few 
thoughts for others. But with Jesus 
Christ it was so different. 

He had come from Heaven to die, 
and had foreknown from all eternity 
every bitter ingredient that that cup 
of wrath contained. Indeed, it was for 
the eternal blessing of sinners that He 
would undergo that suffering. And 
these dear disciples of His were among 
these sinners. For Him the cross would 
be followed by the glory of Heaven. 
But for them that cross would be fol- 
lowed by the world’s fury, and would 
unleash a storm of hate. 
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They would need to know the pre- 
serving power of both Him and the 
Father as never before. Hence, this 
moving prayer in their behalf. 


Verse by Verse 


John 17:13—“And now come I to 
thee; and these things I speak in the 
world, that they might have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves.” The Lord Jesus 
here is on the point of withdrawing 
from His loved disciples, and He is con- 
cerned that they would experience the 
very same joy that sustained Him in a 
world of hate. This joy had been His 
as He had consciously walked in the 
path of obedience to the Father’s will. 
His path is our path, and His joy is our 
joy. He wants us to be completely 
saturated with it. 


Verse 14—“I have given them thy 
word; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” As the 
true prophet, Christ had given to them 
the Father’s word, but this had been 
at such variance with a world that had 
enlisted under the banner of Satan that 
its hatred was stirred and directed 
against them. Both message and mes- 
senger were unacceptable. And this 
also applied to those who had received 
the message. The one who is loyal 
to Christ will be as popular with the 
world as He was—and just as unpopu- 
lar! 

Verse 15—“I pray net that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.” ‘In it but not of it’ describes 
the believer’s present relation to the 
world. The Lord would have us here 
as His representatives and witnesses. 
But He beseeches the Father that we 


be preserved from its allurements and 
be insulated from its evil. A boat in 
the water is in its proper position, but 
water in the boat can be disastrous! 


Verse 16.—“They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” Christ 
and the world were mutually and com- 
pletely opposed. Now, inasmuch as the 
disciples were His by life, nature, and 
aspirations, they no more belonged to 
the world than He did. His position 
was their position. 

Verse 17.—“Sanctify them through 
thy truth; thy word is truth.” Sanctify 
simply means to set apart for a divine 
purpose. The request is that the truth 
of which He has just been speaking 
may have a separating effect upon them, 
marking them out and distinguishing 
them as His representatives. 


Verse 18.—“As thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world.” The Father had 
sent Him. Now He sends them. 

Given out of the world (v. 6), and, 
therefore, not of the world (v. 16), 
they are now sent back into the world 
as His witnesses. 


Verse 19—“And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth.” The 
Lord Jesus would set Himself apart in 
the Glory to minister on their behalf. 
He would not only be their great sus- 
tainer but also their goal. As they 
depended upon Him, and as they ran 
the race, they would be set apart from 
every divergent allurement. 


Verse 20.—“Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall be- 
lieve on me through their word.” It is 
quite evident that Jesus expected sure 
frait from the Gospel witness of His 
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disciples after He had left them. These 
converts continue until the present hour, 
and are the subjects of His present love 
and His priestly intercessions. 


Verse 21—“That they all may be one 
... that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” The unity requested 
here is not so much one that is on the 
horizontal level as it is vertical. It is 
a unity of life and fellowship between 
the believer and God. Such a vital 
union is prerequisite and basic, of 
course, to any oneness among Chris- 
tians. In fact, the latter is the result 
of the former. Our vital union with 
the Father and the Son issues in our 
union with one another, and this is the 
great witness that will convince the 
natural man of the supernaturalness of 
Christianity. 


Verse 22.—“‘And the glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they 
may be one, even as we are one.” This 
glory is not Christ’s essential glory 
(which He can never share), but rather 
that which He has acquired, and it 
anticipates the manifestation of it at 
His return to earth. “When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory” (Col. 
3:4). All the saints will be unified 
with one another and with Christ in a 
common display of divine glory. 

Verse 23.—“I in them, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in 
one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me.” In that day 
the world will know assuredly that 
Christ is one with His own, and that 
the Father is in Him. “Perfected into 
one” (A.S.V.), and publicly manifested 
as such, there will be no lingering 
doubt anywhere as to the claims of 
Jesus nor of the Father’s love for 
Christ’s redeemed ones. 

Of course all of this should have a 
present application as well. No arti- 
ficial reunion of Christendom can ac- 
complish this, but only a vital unity of 
love and purpose among born again 
believers. 


Verse 24—‘“Father, I will that they 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me: 
for thou lovedst me before the foun- 
dation of the world.” When Joseph 
revealed himself to his brethren, he 
urged them to come and make their 
home with him in Egypt. They were to 
declare all of his glory to their aged 
father, Jacob—a glory that he would 
soon see for himself (Gen. 45:9-13). He 
loved them and would share with them 
his riches. 

This may provide a little picture of 
what we have here. The Lord Jesus 
longs for the presence of His own in 
the glory that He has acquired, and 
that they will contemplate with un- 
unspeakable joy. This prayer will not 
go unanswered. 

Verse 25—“O righteous Father, the 
world hath not known thee: but. . 
these have known that thou hast sent 
me.” An unrighteous world could not 


March 4, 1961 (Lesson for March 19) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


11. March 12.—The Promise of the 
Spirit. John 14 to 16 


Next Week’s Lesson 


18. March 26.—Jesus Gives His 
Life. John 18; 19 














know a righteous God. But the dis- 
ciples, despite their painful limitations, 
were convinced that Jesus was the true 
ambassador from Heaven’s court. 

Verse 26—“And I have declared unto 
them thy name, and will declare it: 
that the love wherewith thou hast loved 
me may be in them, and I in them.” 
He had made God known as Father, 
and would continue in this blessed min- 
istry. The Father’s love to Jesus was 
the measure of His love to them, and 
He Himself, by the Spirit, would be 
in them to give the realization of this. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Of this great prayer Bengal states, 
“In all Scripture this chapter is in 
words most easy, in their meanings 
most profound.” Surely this is true. 

The Lord has been discoursing with 
His own, and preparing them for the 
fiery ordeal that lay ahead. Now He 
turns to God, and we are given the 
priceless privilege of listening in on the 
very breathings of His soul. Already 
we have seen Him serving as the Advo- 
cate when He washed their feet and 
fitted them for fellowship (John 13); 
now we see Him serving as the inter- 
ceding high priest. 

He is deeply concerned over two mat- 
ters, and these press heavily upon 
His heart. 

First, the Lord Jesus is burdened for 
the Father’s glory. It is of the utmost 
importance that this glory be fully up- 
held in a world in revolt, outraging the 
Creator’s character. As man, He has 
completed all of the Father’s will, hav- 
ing glorified Him on the earth, and hav- 
ing settled forever the sin question. It 
remains now for the Father to vindi- 
cate Him by raising Him from the dead 
and seating Him on His throne. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


OW soon after this great prayer did 
the Saviour die? 
2. What is the true “Lord’s Prayer”? 
3. Eternal life is the knowing of 
whom? 
4. What was the work that the Fa- 
ther gave His Son to finish? 
5. For whom did Jesus not pray? 
6. What did the Lord Jesus give to 
the disciples? 
7. Why is the believer “not of the 
world”? 
8. What attitude would the world 
take toward the followers of Christ? 
9. What would be the effect on the 
world if believers were all one? 
10. What is the measure of the Fa- 
ther’s love toward the Christian? 


(Answers on page 178) 


Second, Christ is concerned for the 
welfare of His own disciples, and their 
converts. Bereft of His all-sufficient 
companionship, they would require a 
special guardianship, and a love one for 
another that would convince an unbe- 
lieving world of the reality of His di- 
vine mission. 

In this prayer there is an amazing 
blending of intimacy and yet depend- 
ence. Its sweep embraces both the past 
glory of Christ and His glory in the 
coming eternity (see vv. 5 and 24). 
In the meantime He wants to be glori- 
fied in our lives in a world that has re- 
jected Him (see v. 10). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, The Lord prays to the Father (John 
17: 1-5) 

2. The Lord prays concerning His dis- 
ciples (vv. 6-19) 

3. The Lord prays concerning His 
church (vv. 20-26) 


Topics for Development 

The Son’s Shared Gifts. In this 
prayer the Son refers to at least four 
gifts that He had received from God 
the Father. These are the “work,” “the 
men,” “the words,” and “the glory.” 

He shares the last three with us. The 
first one He does not share, however. 
Why? 

The first of these is the work given 
Him to do—that is redemption through 
death. This He completed perfectly, 
and that “by himself’ (John 17:4; Heb. 
1:3). The value of Christ’s finished 
work for sinners on the cross abides 
eternally, making it possible for God 
Tighteously to justify the ungodly. Of 
course, this was His alone. 

“Men” are also given Him (17:6). 
These were foreknown by the Father 
as believers on His beloved Son; and to 
these Christ manifests God’s name as 
Father. 

Furthermore, the Son has received 
words (17:8). These are also passed 
on to His loved ones, for He wants 
them to share in these heavenly se- 
crets. The natural man_ receives not 
spiritual communications (1 Cor. 2:14), 
but the regenerate have the indwelling 
Holy Spirit and resultant discernment. 
Thus they know the divine mind and 
plans. 

Finally, He has received glory (17: 
22). Heaven has heaped upon the Lord 
Jesus the highest of honors, and such 
is His love that He again shares these 
with us. 

Can you think of other gifts of His 
that we will also enjoy? 


Practical Applications 


The Christian is delivered from the 
world, is not of the world, and yet is 
sent back into the world (17:6, 16, 18). 

Given to Christ by the Father, he is 
delivered from its impending condem- 
nation. Being not of it, he soon discov- 
ers an incompatibility between himself 
and the world’s policies, pleasures, 
and goals. But as sent back into it, he 
is a missionary with the message of 
joyous salvation. 

Perhaps the illustration of a diver 
might help. 
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A diver descends beneath the surface 
of the water to do a job for his em- 
ployer who is above. Though in the 
water, he is not of the water. Moreover, 
he is maintained by a lifeline, and sus- 
tained by air. Both come from above. 
When his work is finished, he is drawn 
upward out of the water where his 
work is rewarded. 

We Christians are maintained “by the 
power of God through faith” (1 Pet. 
1:5). But if our service is to be ef- 
fective, we must breathe the atmos- 
phere of Heaven; in other words, our 
service must be the outflow of com- 
munion with our Lord. And soon He 
will call us up to His presence to re- 
ceive His “Well done.” 

Let us redeem the opportunities to- 
day as His respresentatives! 


Golden Text 

John 17:15.—“I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.” It is quite obvious that the 
believer is left in this world for a di- 
vine purpose. Insulated from the cur- 
rent evil by the indwelling Holy Spirit 
and by the Word of God, he continues 
in this scene as a virile witness to the 
glorified Jesus, God’s Son. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“I’ve Found a Friend” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Father, Lead Me Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, we come before Thee with 
praise for the privilege of Christian 
teaching. Give us understanding of Thy 
Word. before us now. We thank Thee 
for the loving concern of our Lord 
shown in the prayer He offered on be- 
half of His followers. May its petitions 
be answered in the experience of all 
Christians in our time. May such con- 
cern for the good of others as sent our 
Lord to be our Saviour dwell in our 
hearts. Help us to live for others as He 
did. Bless and use all whose concern 
makes them strive to overcome the evils 
due to strong drink in our time. In- 
crease the number of those who abstain 
from its use, and make us willing ab- 
stainers for our good and the good of 
those who might follow our example. 
For the many who suffer from the 
drink evil we pray. May deliverance 
be given to them. Use and bless the 
outgoing of Thy Word everywhere and 
cause the powers of darkness to flee be- 
fore the armies of light. Let all that is 
evil be purged from our own lives and 
make us ever more fit for Thy service, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—We have studied. 


today a prayer of our Lord for His 
disciples of that day and of all time. 
In John 17:19 He says to His Father, 
“For their sakes I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanctified through 
the truth.” He means He set Himself 
apart to the work of saving us, and He 





For pin'we Set Gursecves Apart 











would have us set apart to serve Him 
by serving the need of others. Once 
we have turned to Christ and He has 
changed our hearts and lives, we then 
are to yield ourselves to Him that He 
might work through us to bless others. 

Sir George Grey was British governor 
of New Zealand for two terms during 
the 19th century. He was a sincere 
Christian who carried his Christian liv- 
ing into all he did, as every consecrated 
Christian seeks to do. During his stay 
in New Zealand he was troubled about 
a Maori chief who was a drunkard. Till 
that time, Sir George had taken intoxi- 
cating drink on social occasions in 
moderation. But, under the burden of 
concern for the drunken chief, the gov- 
ernor signed a total abstinence pledge in 
the presence of the chief and then per- 
suaded the Maori chief to sign such a 
pledge also. Stirred by the good ex- 
ample of the British governor, and feel- 


‘ing bound by signing the pledge, the 


chief never again indulged in strong 
drink. Abstaining from strong drink is 
one way in which Christian consecra- 
tion and concern can be shown. It is 
setting aside our own liberties and 
rights where they conflict with the wel- 
fare of others. It is taking on ourselves 
the burden of others and serving their 
need in the unselfish spirit of Christ. 
Not alone for your own safety, but 
that you may encourage others to ab- 
stain from strong drink, you would be 
wise to be a total abstainer. You will 
never regret being an abstainer, but you 
could regret being a drinker. 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . that they might have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves” (John 17:13) .— 
The Lord Jesus used the:expression, “I 
have,” ten times in this chapter. Con- 
sidered from a certain standpoint, the 
disciples were the “have nots.” 

He who possesses all things was not 
willing that they should remain “have 
nots”; hence He does things that they 
might be the “haves” among men. 

He has lavished that which He 
termed, “my love,” upon them. He be- 


queathed to them that which He de- 
signated, “my peace”; and here He prays 
that that unspeakable virtue called, 
“my joy,” might be fulfilled in them. 

It may be true as Sir Edward Denny 
wrote in an excellent hymn: 


Forever on Thy burdened heart 
A weight of sorrow hung. 

for He was the Man of sorrows, “expert 

in grief”; but I love to think of “the 

joy that was set before him,” which 

enabled Him to endure the cross and 

despise the shame (Heb. 12:2). 

Naturally, Gentiles are the “have 
nots” (Eph. 2:12) even more than the 
Israelites (Rom. 9:4-5); but believers, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, are now 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
the heavenlies in Christ; hence, al- 
though we may be sorrowful over many 
things, yet we can be “always rejoicing” 
with “joy unspeakable and full of glory” 
(1 Pet. 1:8), His joy fulfilled in us! 

“I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world... .” (John 17: 
15).—While He was in the world, He 
kept them; but He was about to leave 
the world; therefore, He prayed the 
Father to keep them from the evil in 
the world. 

The evil is such that nothing short of 
the power of God could preserve them. 
The Apostle Peter assures us that this 
petition was heard, and is being ful- 
filled. He says believers are “kept by 
the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed” (1 Pet. 
3:6). 

“They are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world” (John 17:14). 
—There is a decided contrast between 
being “of the world” and “in Christ.” 
Positionally, believers have been taken 
out of the world and placed in Christ 
Jesus. 

Believers may smile at the charge 
that we are so heavenly minded, that 
we are no earthly good; knowing it is 
only in the measure that we are truly 
heavenly minded that we can do the 
most good on earth (1 Pet. 2:17-25). 

“Sanctify them through thy truth...” 
(John 17:17).—It cannot be said too 
often that sanctification has two as- 
pects in the Scriptures: positional and 
practical. 

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might 
sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate” (Heb. 13:12). 
It cost the Lord Jesus His blood to 
sanctify believers—to set us apart to 
God! That is absolute, perfect, posi- 
tional sanctification. 

When believers not only read the 
Word and meditate upon it but also 
make definite application of it to their 
motives, thoughts, words, and deeds, 
that is practical sanctification. We 
make practical what is true of us po- 
sitionally. 

Sanctification means setting apart for 
a purpose. Some unbelievers are sanc- 
tified (1 Cor. 7:14). When the Apostle 
Paul preached the Gospel in Corinth, 
some husbands would believe it, while 
their wives would not; and vice versa, 
some wives would believe it and their 
husbands would not. The unbelieving 
partner was not to be abandoned; he— 
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or she—was set apart to be the hus- 
band or wife as the case might be. 
And the children would be sanctified. 

“And for their sakes I sanctify my- 
self .. .” (John 17:19).—This verse 
proves that sanctification does not mean 
the eradication of the Adamic, or fallen, 
nature. The Lord was absolutely holy, 
yet He sanctified Himself for our sakes. 
He set Himself apart to be our advo- 
cate and high priest. 

“Neither pray I for these alone... 
(John 17:20).—Up to this point in His 
prayer, our Lord had the apostles 
chiefly in mind; but here His prayer 
reached out and embraced you, and 
me, dear fellow believer. How precious 
to know that He prayed for us while 
on earth, and continues to represent us 
in Heaven! 

“That they all may be one...” (John 
17:21).—“The oneness He desired is of 
a fundamental nature. We are to be 
one as the Father is in the Son and the 
Son in the Father. Between the Father 
and the Son there is the unity of es- 
sential being, and consequently of life 
and nature and manifestation. We so 
truly derive life and nature from the 
Son and the Father that the Lord Jesus 
could say, ‘one in us’—this very ex- 
pression showing the equality which 
exists between them—and without one- 
ness of this sort nothing of a more out- 
ward kind would have been of value. 
Ecclesiastical union without this would 
have been only the binding together 
of a mass of heterogeneous material” 
(F. B. Hole). 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn John 1:14 and later 
we will read the seventeenth chap- 
ter of John. 

Our blessed Lord was “full of grace 
and truth.” What a wonderful perfect 
character! Oh, that we might be more 
like Him! 

A young millionaire, Frederick Char- 
rington, was converted. Immediately a 
problem confronted him. As soon as 
he had finished college, he had entered 
his father’s brewery, the world-famous 
Charrington, Head and Company of 
London. If Frederick stayed in this 
brewery, he: would be a millionaire all 
his life. With all that wealth he could 
do a great deal of good. But was that 
the Lord’s will? 

One day as he walked slowly down 
the street, he was considering what he 
ought to do. Just then he noticed a 
poorly dressed woman leading a ragged 
little girl, go to the door of a tavern, 
evidently to ask the child’s father for 
Some money. The next minute Fred- 
erick saw the half-drunk man come to 
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the door and knock down both the 
woman and the child. Frederick was 
so indignant he felt like knocking the 
man down and demanding that he take 
care of his wife and child. But when 
he looked at the door of the saloon he 
saw his own name “Charrington” em- 
blazoned on it in gold. Then he real- 
ized that he could not say anything to 
that man when his company was re- 
sponsible for the misery of that family. 
His decision was made. Frederick 
Charrington left the business, renounc- 
ing more than a million dollars. He 
spent the rest of his life preaching the 
Gospel and fighting the liquor business. 
Although the millionaire became a poor 
man, he never regretted his decision. 

What in today’s Golden Text proves 
that Frederick Charrington made the 
right decision? (Jesus prayed that His 
followers might be “kept from evil.’’) 
Exactly right. The Lord wanted this 
young man kept from evil, rather than 
to have him try to do good with money 
that came from such a business. 


When people speak of the Lord’s 
Prayer, they usually mean the prayer 
that Jesus taught His disciples to pray. 
John 17 could more correctly be called 
the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus prayed the 
words found in this chapter just after 
He had spoken His parting message to 
the disciples, which is recorded in chap- 
ters 14-16. As we read John 17 respon- 
sively, I would like two or three of you 
to look for and jot down anything you 
see in this chapter that relates to one 
of the following topics: (1) Christ’s re- 
quests for His followers, (2) Some 
things He has given His followers, (3) 
Anything that indicates what God is 
like, (4) Any truths about Christ. 

Let us have the report first from those 
who noted the requests Jesus made for 
His disciples. (That they might be 
one. That they might have His joy. 
That they might be kept from evil. 
That they might be sanctified. That 
they might behold His glory. That 
God’s love might dwell in them.) Very 
good. Reread verse 20 to see if these 
requests were for us, too. Indeed they 
are. 

Next, let us hear from those who 
looked for the things our Lord has 
given to us. (Eternal life, God’s Word, 
Christ’s joy, His glory, His love.) What 
wonderful gifts! And they are all ours! 


Next the report from those who were 
finding things this chapter teaches 
about God. (Jesus referred to Him as 
“the only true God.” He called Him 
“Holy Father,” and “righteous Father.” 
He spoke many times of God’s love.) 
Right. Jesus spoke of the Father’s love 
for Him, which He so fully deserved, 
but He also spoke of God’s love for 
us, which is all grace. God’s love 
for us is grace because we do not de- 
serve it. This chapter proves that God 
is “full of grace and truth.” 


Now the report from those who 
watched for things to learn about the 
Lord Jesus. (He came from God. He 
lived before the world was made. God 
loved Him before the foundation of the 
world.) Very good. And these truths 








NEXT FALL 
may be TOO LATE 


In the welter of a world gone mad, of nation 
rising against nation, of the terror that- stalks in 
the night, of the arrow that flieth by day, of 
pestilence and destruction, of the elements in 
commotion, is there not a warning in the stark 
realism of these few sentences taken from a 
letter recently sent us: 


“1 was going to send the money this fall: 
but the Lord said, Send it now; next fall 
may be too late. Wouldn't it be wonder- 
ful if He came this Feast of the Trumpets, 
the ingathering of the Harvest? God does 
all things in order.” 


And here is something for the earnest child 
of God to think about. What and if He should 
come at the time of the blowing of trumpets on 
the first day of the Month Tishri? What and if 
you were then suddenly caught up to be with 
Him? Do you not think it would please Him 
wonderfully, that you should now have your part 
in a testimony that warns Israel of the wrath 
to come? 


And do you know a better way to please 
Him, than to snatch a few brands from the burn- 
ing, a few Jewish souls that will be your trophies 
when at last you lay your burden down and 
meet Him face to face? 


The time is short. That is why we keep remind- 
ing you of the privilege of sharing with Him in 
His yearning over the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel; and that is why so many of the Lord’s 
choicest saints are counting it a joy to fellowship 
with us in our God-given task of these last days. 
Perhaps if you will make it a matter of earnest 
prayer, He will lead you also to become a burden 
bearer with us; and from experience we can 
assure you it will be a happy day for you. 


If the Lord leads you to use the coupon below, 
you will open the door of your heart to new 
revelation of truth concerning Israel, and to a 
new experience of blessing, flowing out of the 
tried and tested promise of Gen. 12:3, “I will 
bless them that bless thee.” 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 


TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 West 72nd St., New York 23, Dept. 6 


Dear Friends: | enclose two dollars for your 
“Acquaintance Offer.” This is to include one 
year’s subscription to ‘“‘The Chosen People,” 
copy “The Lengthened Shadow of Leopold 
Cohn,” life story of ex-Rabbi miraculously 
led to Christ and 12 assorted leaflets on vari- 
ous aspects of the Jewish problem. If | am 
not satisfied, you are to return my money. 
(Your added gifts in fellowship with our 
labors to bring the Gospel to the Jews will 
be most welcome.) 


In Canada: 





poco ccnr na 


(11) 175 





URUGUAY NEEDS THE GOSPEL 


Multitudes being reached by open- 
air meetings in plaza and market 
places, radio, child evangelism 
classes, prison work, tract distribu- 
tion, etc. 1,000 enrolled in corre- 
spondence Bible courses. Your 
prayers and gifts will help complete 
much-need church in strategic 
location in the capital city with a 
Rev. F. V. Daboid 
Founder- Director 





million people. 
100% Faith Work 


Conducted by Uruguayan Nationals. rig omy in- 
digenous churches on Pauline principles. First ible 

ool in the country established. Hold up the 
hands of devoted native ae Swell their num- 
ber with your prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 
EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1124-T, Fort Pierce, Florida 
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Testament 


Hittites, Amorites, and Suburbanites 
all interest Westminster students. Cof- 
fee talk about Hittite treaties deepens 
understanding of the form of God’s 
covenant. But Suburbanites are not for- 
gotten. Westminster’s commitment to 
the integrity of the Bible trains men to 
P preach Christ from the Old Testament 
to all the tribes of our atomic age. 


Professor E. J. Young, Ph.D. 


Scholarly precision, the 
enthusiasm of a lin- 
guist, and profound 
reverence for the Word 
of God mark the work 
of Dr. Young as author 
and teacher. His Intro- 
duction to the Old 
Testament is a standard 
text. Thy Word Is Truth © 
champions the authority of Serietiee. His com- 
mentaries show his teaching skill. In the 
classroom he communicates his zeal for Hebrew 
in a unique language laboratory. course. 


Professor Meredith Kline, Ph.D. 


Was the second tablet 
of stone at Sinai a copy 
of the first? Examining 
the ancient Near East- 
ern setting, Dr. Kline 
says yes—with fascinat- 
ing consequences for 
understanding the dec- 
alogue. His original 
and thorough study of 
biblical theology shows the focus of both 
Testaments on Christ. Samples of the fare 
his classes enjoy appear in the Wycliffe Bible 
Commentary on Job and Deuteronomy. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 
The Director of Admissions, 


Westminster 


Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 
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all fit in with what John 1:14 says 
about our Lord. 

The prayer we have just read could 
not have been uttered by a mere man. 
Although Jesus was truly man, He was 
also God come down to earth. He re- 
vealed God to man. In John 14:9, 
Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.” 

So we learn from John 17 that God 
is holy, righteous, and loving and that 
He wants us to be kept from evil, to 
be like Him, and some day to go to 
live with Him forever. How wonder- 
ful this is! 

Read John 18 this week, and see 
what you can find there to prove that 
Jesus was God. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday —, Times, 
325 N. 13th St., come gts 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Constant Pure Flow.—I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil (John 17:15, Golden 
Text). It is said that at St. Margaret’s 
Bay, in the southeast of England, there 
is a well that is always covered by the 
sea at high tide. Strangely enough, 
however, its water remains fresh and 
pure, uncontaminated by the briny wa- 
ters of the sea. Fed from the hills 
above, it has a constant supply of fresh 
water pouring into it, which effectively 
prevents the ocean from flowing in. 
How like the Christian who is domi- 
nated by the Spirit! The sea of trouble, 
trial, and adversity may sweep over 
him, but it can find no point of pen- 
etration: the living spring is like an 
inexhaustible well of water within him, 
ever bubbling up into everlasting life. 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Not. Yet.—They are not of the world 
(John 17:16). When the late Dr. Henry 
C. Morrisdn, came home from one of his 
many travels, we are told that he ar- 
rived in the City of New York at the 
same time and on the same ship that 
brought the great “Teddy” Roosevelt 
from one of his hunting trips to Africa. 
Literally thousands swarmed the docks 
to greet the noted hunter, but not a soul 
was there to welcome Dr. Morrison. 
Dr. Morrison relates how Satan, the ac- 
cuser, whispered to him, “Aha, see how 
they greet the man of the world and 
you—one of God’s preachers—without a 
single soul to greet you.” This man of 
God admitted that in the loneliness of 
his heart there could have been place 
for a hurt, but the Father sweetly 


whispered, “Yes, but Henry, you are 
not home yet.”—From Christian Life. 
Sent by Kay Stadtler, Vancouver, B. C., 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Saturation.—Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth (John 17: 
17). While conducting a party of tour- 
ists through an area in the State of 
Washington, where there is much petri- 
fied wood, a guide was asked to explain 
why some wood became petrified while 
other wood rotted away. He explained 
that the trees that had petrified had 
fallen into swampy water that was 
heavily loaded with limestone in solu- 
tion. The water, flowing slowly over 
the fallen trees, penetrated the tiny 
cell walls in the wood fiber and soaked 
out the soft cell contents, leaving the 
firmer cell walls fairly intact. The lime- 
stone then caked to the microscopic 
cell walls until the interior became solid 
limestone. Thus the entire tree in time 
became solid limestone. When a Chris- 
tian reads the Bible constantly, its con- 
tents penetrate the innermost parts of 
his being, reveal the sin, and casting it 
out, implant in his heart the very na- 
ture of Christ. Thus he becomes a 
partaker of His divine nature (2 Pet. 
1:4), and for him to live actually is 
Christ (Phil. 1:21). Note this in con- 


nection with Ephesians 5:26—From 
Evangelical International Teacher's 
Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 


Jones, Otego, N. Y. - 


Holy Spirit or Telepathy?—As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so 
have I also sent them into the world 
(John 17:18). Young American uni- 
versity graduates, spending part of a 
summer vacation in a missionary itin- 
erary, were sitting near their tents on 
the southern slope of Mount Hermon in 
Syria. With them was the Rev. William 
K. Eddy, loved and revered in every 
village and hamlet of southern Syria. 
The young men were learnedly discus- 
sing telepathy, and giving incidents of 
thought-transference. The missidnary 
at this point quietly told the following: 
“Late one night, asleep in my house in 
Sidon, I was stiddenly awakened by a 
sharp sound (here he snapped his fin- 
gers loudly). Isat up in bed. The room 
was dark; heavy rain falling outside. 
A distinct voice came to me: ‘Go to the 
house of Elder Najeeb in Mukdoushi.’ 
I arose, went out into the storm, saddled 
my horse and rode through the city 
streets and along the narrow mountain 
trails up to the village where the elder 
lived. As I dismounted, the door was 
opened by this man and his brother. 
They said to me, ‘We were expecting 
you. Father is dying, and you know he 
has never come Home. We have been 
praying for you to come to lead him to 
the Saviour.’ I spoke with the father 
about the way of life and prayed with 
him, and the old man before long went 
with radiant face to his heavenly Home. 
After saying good-by to the sons, I 
mounted my horse, rode down to Sidon. 
and went back to bed.” The narrative 
ended without comment, and we 
eagerly asked, “Was that telepathy?” 
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“No,” quietly came the reply; “that was 
the Spirit of God calling one of His 
undershepherds to go out on the moun- 
tainside at night to bring a lost sheep 
home.” ‘There was no more sophomoric 
discussion of the spirit world that night. 
We younger men had seen a vision on 
the very hillside where the transfigured 
Christ appeared to a little group of 
disciples centuries before—From Mis- 
sionary Review of the World. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Draw the Net.—Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word 
(John 17:20). A minister preached a 
soul-stirring sermon. At the close of 
the service, a rich businessman greeted 
the pastor and said, “Pastor, that was a 
splendid message you brought us to- 
day. It deeply touched my heart. But, 
Pastor, you didn’t give us the oppor- 
tunity. to do anything about it. You 
didn’t give us the chance to put our 
names on the dotted line.” Then he 
added good-naturedly, “Pastor, if my 
salesmen dealt with my customers like 
that, I would be bankrupt in a very 
short time.” Ministers and teachers are 
fishers of men. They fish for souls. 
Let them not fail to “draw the net!”— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Transcendant Fellowship.—That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee (John 17:21). A 
French Protestant minister tells a fine 
story of a time when he was traveling 
in a third-class carriage in Southern 
Poland in company with a German, a 
Czech, a Pole, a Ukrainian miner, and 
a Ukrainian woman. He fell asleep, 
and his New Testament fell on the floor. 
The woman picked it up and looked 
curiously at it. Then from her basket 
on the rack overhead she took a Bible 
bound in red leather, all worn and 
used. .She compared the two books. At 
length she found in John’s Gospel the 
word “disciples,” and she pointed it out 
to the French Minister with a question- 
ing look. He nodded, and her face lit 
up. Again she turned to a comparison 
of the books and pointed to the word, 
“Saviour.” The minister nodded again, 
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and she looked all joy. Then he took The Moody Bible Story 
the two books and turned over the 
pages till he came to the words: “Grace 
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and the Lord Jesus Christ.” When she 
read them, her face was illumined by 
a light brighter than the dawn. “The 
carriage,” he wrote, “seemed filled with 
the unseen Presence that makes all one 
in Jesus Christ.” There the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit became manifest, 
transcending barriers of sex and age 
and language—From The Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Not Time, but Christ—O righteous 
Father, the world hath not known thee: 
but I have known thee (John 17:25). 
There is an old tale of the past that the 
people came to Simonides of Ceos, the 
wise man of the ancients, and said, 
“What is God, Simonides?” To this he 
replied, “Give me a day to think about 


March 4, 1961 (Lesson for March 19) 











issi Write for complete details today. 





City. Zone. State. 











Ceicea tas ameuen ane 








it.” They came next day and said, 
“What is God, Simonides?” This time 
he said, “Give me a week to think about 
it.” A week passed, and they came, 
saying, “What is God, Simonides?” He 
said, “Give me a month to think about 
it.” They came after a month had gone, 
and Simonides said, “Give me a year to 
think about it.” In a year they came 
again, and he said, “I cannot tell you 
what God is.” That quest after God be- 
longs to the soul of man, and what Si- 
monides could not tell and what no man 
has been able to reveal, Jesus has told 
and Jesus has revealed. Although “no 


man hath seen God at any time,” yet 
“the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him.”—From the Westminster Teacher. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


bd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 


blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Prays for His Friends 
(John 17:1, 6-8, 20, 21a) 

OU may use a picture of the Lord 

at prayer, such as the familiar one 
in which He is kneeling and looking 
up; or Sallman’s Head of Christ with its 
uplifted eyes. If there is someone close 
to the class who is ill, or some problem 
to be prayed about, begin the class 
with pupil prayers. “Pray one for an- 
other” (Jas. 5:16, Memory Verse). What 
position did you take when you prayed? 
Did you bow your head? Did the artist 
picture the Lord Jesus right when he 
showed Him with open eyes looking 
up? (Mark 6:41; John 11:41; 17:1.) 
What did the Lord Jesus pray about? 
(Review briefly the two earlier inci- 
dents. The third is the new lesson.) 

It was the last evening the Lord was 
with His disciples. After the the Lord’s 
talk at supper about loving each other 
and the Holy Spirit’s coming to live 
with them after Jesus went back to 
Heaven, they left the upper room. Per- 
haps it was in the Temple court, where 
a few days before He had cleaned out 
the buying and selling so folks could 
pray to the Heavenly Father, that He 
stopped to pray for His disciples before 
they went out across the brook to the 
Garden of Gethsemane,. where Judas 
and the officers would later arrest Him. 

What secret that we talked about last 
week had the Lord shown these men 
and they had believed? (vv. 6-8.) Did 
the Lord pray for everyone? (v. 9.) 
Does that surprise you? What did He 
ask God for these eleven who believed 
in Him? (John 17:15, Golden Text. 
Write on the blackboard, “I pray ... 
keep them from the evil.”) 

Did the Lord Jesus pray for anyone 
besides the eleven who were there with 
Him that night? (v. 20.) Does that 
mean us? Do you believe in Him be- 
cause of what John has told us about 
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Him in his book? John was there that 
night. So were Matthew and Peter. 
It is through their “word” as written 
for us in the Bible that we, too, have 
come to know the secret of who the 
Lord Jesus was, that He came from 
God, and spoke God’s words, and was 
God. Yes, He prayed for you on that 
night long ago—for every Christian. 
What did He ask for you and me? (v. 
21.) That we should all be as close to- 
gether as He and His Father were! 
Just as if we were all arm-in-arm with 
one another, and with Him, and with 
God! (Put on the blackboard: “That 
they all may be one.”) 

One more question: is the Lord Jesus 
still praying, and where is He? (Rom. 
8:34. Explain “intercession” as prayer. 
Heb. 7:25; 9:24 state the same facts.) 
Because He is praying for us, we can 
get safely through any trouble that 
comes (Rom. 8:37). 

Perhaps the biggest difficulty is that 
boys and girls do not help the Lord to 
get answers to His prayers! (Indicate 
the first of the two requests on the 
blackboard.) Sometimes they do not 
want to be kept from evil! They are 
working on the Devil’s side! God has 
given them parents to help keep them 
protected, and so parents have to say: 
“Don’t do that”; “Don’t go there”; “Stop 
it!’ and so on. Yes, they even have to 
punish you to answer the Lord’s prayers 
and keep you out of trouble! You are 
getting grown up now and beginning to 
understand why you are told: “Don’t 
ever take a ride with a _ stranger.” 
“Don’t tell wrong stories.” (Let the 
children suggest other prohibitions and 
the reason for them.) God has told 
you in black and white just what you 
are to do! (Eph. 6:1-3.) 

(Indicate the second prayer on the 
blackboard.) How sad He must be to 
see us quarrel and split up into twos 
and threes, and cliques and gangs! (En- 
courage pupils to suggest specific ways 
of lessening friction between class mem- 
bers or other groups with which they 
associate. Review John 13:34.) 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 173) 


. The next morning. 

. John 17. 

. God and Jesus Christ (17:3). 
. The work of redemption. 

. The world (17:9). 

6. Eternal life (v. 2), the Father’s 
words (v. 8), and the glory (v. 22). 

7. Because Christ was not of the 
world. 

8. It would hate them. 

9. The result of the union of be- 
lievers with God, and therefore with 
each other, will be that the world will 
see in it a proof that God sent the Son 
into the world. 

10. The measure of the Father’s love 
toward Christ. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 19 


I’m So Happy! 
(Eph. 5:19, 20; Phil. 4:4-7) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Shristian ndeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HILE not listed as a series, the 

two preceding topics and this 
week’s follow a natural, or better, a 
supernatural sequence. We saw last 
week that when one finds the Lord 
Jesus and accepts Him as Saviour, he 
will want to tell others about Him. 
This week our topic emphasizes the 
fact that knowing Christ, walking with 
Him, and witnessing to others in obedi- 
ence to His commands will result in 
true joy and blessing in our lives. 
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Christian joy is not something that 
can be worked up by some sort of 
Pollyanna exercise. Unlike happiness, 
joy is not dependent on happenings 
from without, but wells up from with- 
in. Galatians 5:22, 23 tells us that joy 
is a part of the “fruit of the Spirit” 
produced by the Holy Spirit working 
in our hearts, just as the fruit of the 
vine is produced not by the striving 
and struggling of the branch but by the 
life of the vine flowing through the 
branch (John 15). 

oe 


Nevertheless, while we cannot of our 
own striving produce joy in our hearts, 
there are certain things that we can do 
that will make it possible for the Holy 
Spirit to fill our hearts with joy. 


se 


Abiding in Christ (John 15:4, 5) is 
one of the conditions for fruitbearing, 
which includes joy. We abide in Christ 
by regularly reading and meditating 
upon the Scriptures, and through 
prayer. 

b 4 


Keeping short accounts with God is 
another essential to having the life of 
Christ flow through us. If we sin and 
are disobedient, instant confession of 
the sin and receiving God’s promised 
forgiveness and restoration (1 John 1: 
9) will prevent any interruption in our 
joy. 

4 


Instant obedience, when God shows 
us His will, is another way that we 
can make it possible for God to fill our 
hearts with joy. You will remember 
that, as a child, disobedience came be- 
tween you and Mother or Father, even 
before he or she knew about it. You 
were uncomfortable in their presence 
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and sometimes avoided them because 
you knew of your failure. It is just so 
in our relationships with God. Disobe- 
dience separates us from Him and pre- 
vents joy until that disobedience is 
confessed and forgiven. 


ve 


Sowing the seed of the Word in other 
hearts by personal testimony, and fol- 
lowing that up with prayer and real 
concern will bring joy (Psa. 126:5, 6). 


Thankfulness is a means to having 
joy in our hearts. Notice that thank- 
fulness is mentioned in both the Scrip- 
ture portions assigned for our topic 
this week. 

Notice also that rejoicing is com- 
manded of the Christian (Phil. 4:4). 
We are not told that it would be nice 
if we would rejoice. Philippians 4:4 
is in the imperative. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas used to say that many Chris- 
tians act as though Paul had written 
here, “Groan in the Lord always: and 
again I say, Groan.” God intends that 
our Christian experience should be joy- 
ous and bright. This is not always 
easy. Trials or difficulties overtake us. 
But it is possible to rejoice “in the 
Lord.” 
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When we are willing to recognize that 
“all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose” 
(Rom. 8:28); and when we are willing 
to cast all our care upon Him (1 Pet. 
5:7); and with prayer and supplication 
and thanksgiving make our requests 
known unto Him (Phil. 4:6); His peace 
that passes understanding will keep our 
hearts and minds through Christ (Phil. 
4:7). Then we can have joy that is un- 
speakable and full of glory (1 Pet. 1: 
8) filling our hearts and radiating from 
our lives. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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“In the Fires” 
(Continued from page 167) 


bidding anyone to ask a petition of 
God or man for thirty days, he “kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime” (Dan. 6:7, 10). 
After his night in the den of lions, “no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, 
because he believed in his God” (Dan. 
6: 23). 

When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego would not bow down to the im- 
age of Nebuchadnezzar, they calmly 
prepared to be cast into the burning 
fiery furnace. “If it be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods” 
(Dan. 3:17, 18). Although God did de- 
liver them, they glorified Him “in the 
fires”—in their acceptance of whatever 
















Now Ready... 
STANDARD VBS 
for 1961 


LIVING 
FOR 
JESUS 


Single theme graded for all age 
groups: Nursery, Beginner, Pri- 
mary, Junior, Teen-Age and 
Adult. 


New features for 1961 include 

Craft Paks for Beginner, Pri- 

mary, Junior... plus three 

packets of colorful Visual Teach- 

ing Aids. 

1961 STANDARD VBS course 

includes 

© Director’s Manual @ Teacher's Manuals 

© Visual Teaching Aids © Pupils’ Books 

© Craft Paks © Worship Helps 

You can get a preview of most of these 

materials in the 1961 INTRODUC- 

TORY KIT ($7.97 value) only $4.95. 
(One Kit per school, please.) 

Special planning film strip for 1961 

VBS, ‘‘The House on Stonybrook 

Lane,” Order 9438 (you will be billed 

$3.50 which will be cancelled when film 

is returned on the date you specify. 


FREE VBS PLANBOOK 


Brand new, colorful 1961 VBS Plan- 
book is yours for the asking. Included 
in every VBS Introductory Kit, or sent 
free separately on request. 


1961 VBS 


PLANBOOK 
Ask for it... 
IT’S FREE! 


§ y PE STANDARD PUBLISHING 
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NOW! VISIT HOLY LAND 
and Europe. 16th Tour—14 —g ones 
Bible Professors. 


pli oy age By 
from $1150. Time By Acodemie ericed 
ILLU TED FOLDER: 
BIBLE LANDS SEMINARS, Box 3-S, Wilmore, ecctetiy 











Run a spare-time Greeting 
Card and Gift Shop at home 


Show friends samples of our ate pene new 
1961 All-Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. 
Take their orders and earn up to foo profit. 
No pour necessary. Costs n woven % try. 


Regal G Gaston and oh ~ “yada Bathe hgy Mich. 














TEACH YOU 


df ROBERT HARKNESS 





1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 
For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—including TEN 
practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 
Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 

A course for those who cannot play but wish 

to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 

FIFTY Musically -illustrated lessons. Original 

HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home supervision. 


OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 
Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. e Pasadena 1, Calif. 


LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK one BIBLE 
BROADCAST 




















AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast's ministry. 


Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If you live. in Canada write to: 
Box 10 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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He would send, deliverance or destruc- 
tion. Every Christian honors their 
faithfulness to God and their refusal 
to make the slightest concessions. 

The first martyr of the Christian 
church glorified God in his death. “But 
he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God, and said, Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of 
God. . . . And he kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge” (Acts 7:55, 56, 
60). The death of Stephen may have 
been the indirect means, at least, of 
preparing the heart of Paul. 

When Peter and John were impris- 
oned for healing the lame man at the 
Gate Beautiful, and were exhorted not 
to speak further in the name of Christ, 
they said, “Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19). 

Paul and Silas, having been severely 
beaten for their preaching of Christ, 
had been thrust into the inner prison. 
With their feet fast in the stocks, they 
“prayed, and sang praises unto God” 
(Acts 16:25). 

Perhaps no man suffered more for 
his Lord than did the Apostle Paul— 
scourgings, beatings, imprisonments, 
shipwrecks; all he counted as nothing 
that he might serve Christ and glorify 
Him. 

In speaking of his infirmity, his 
“thorn,” Paul says, “For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he said unto 
me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me” 
(2 Cor. 12:8, 9). Paul took pleasure in 
his infirmities, knowing that his weak- 
ness was God’s strength. Surely Paul’s 
sufferings glorified God, and his joyful 
acceptance of his “thorn” has been a 
comfort to countless numbers through- 
out the ages. 

As in all things, our Saviour is to us 
the ultimate example. Both in His 
sacrificial life and the agony, humili- 
ation, and triumph of His death He 
glorified His Father. 

The martyrs of our early Protestant 
days glorified God in the literal fires 
of the faggots and stake, but the glory 
came from their faith and trust in God, 
whom they loved and served in spite 
of imprisonments, persecution, and 
death. Samuel Rutherford, writing from 
prison, says, “I am well: honour to God.” 
“He hath broken in upon a poor pris- 
oner’s soul like the swelling of Jordan.” 

In a lifetime of one of the deepest of 
physical afflictions, Fanny Crosby gave 
us some of the greatest hymns of the 
church, which have glorified God and 
comforted His children. 

In a hospital experience of a few 
years ago it was a privilege to have as 
roommate a dear Christian of eighty- 
seven years who had not been out of 
her bed for several years. She lay on 
her back day after day witnessing of 


her Lord to all who came near. Nurses 
came by just for a word with her. As 
she read God’s Word and devotional 
books, she would turn to her com- 
panion and say with glowing face, “Isn’t 
God wonderful?” 

It is the privilege of every Christian 
to glorify God in every detail of his life, 
but too few do it. When disappoint- 
ments and bereavements come, when 
illness attacks, when our friends desert 
or seem to lack interest or appreciation, 
we present a sad and disheartened 
countenance to the world and those 
about us. In other words, in times of 
difficulty too many of us act like the 
folk of the world. 

In the earthly loss of a loved one, we 
testify to our faith in Christ and to the 
greater joy of the one who has gone— 
and then sometimes we mourn as if our 








Within This Sanctuary 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


ITHIN this hallowed sanctuary, 
How good to come aside and rest! 
How good to find so sweet a refuge 
From fears and problems that molest! 


For, meditating on God’s goodness 

A peace, serene and calm, I find. 
And as I sink in contemplation 

Life’s fret and care are left behind. 


How sweet the fellowship, how tranquil 
The rest this sacred hour imparts 
To those who wait, as God, the Father, 
In love communes with human hearts! 








loved one were not in Heaven. There is 
no glory to God in this, although there 
is a loneliness that is inevitable and 
does not displease our Lord. A be- 
reavement is one of the greatest of op- 
portunities to show deep faith in God 
—to glorify Him in the fire. God's 
grace will enable us to do this. 

The illness of the Christian is allowed 
of God for His purpose in the life—even 
a physical difficulty of long duration. 
And what an opportunity physical af- 
fliction offers for us to show that we 
truly believe “that to those who love 
God .. . everything that happens fits 
into a pattern for good” (Rom. 8:28, 
Phillips translation). Not mere resig- 
nation to a “thorn,” but a submissive 
and radiant spirit that glorifies God 
and shows His enabling—an inspiration 
to other Christians, and a witness to 
the non-Christian. (There are some 
Christians who seem to “enjoy” poor 
health, but their lives do not bless us.) 
We think with gratitude of a devoted 
Christian, crippled with arthritis for 
many years. When asked, “How are 
you?” she answers with a smile, “Fine.” 
It is only to one who understands that 
the whole truth will be known. We 
think of others who hide their pains 
and ill health, cheerfully serving the 
Lord with all the strength and ability 
He gives. 

A young woman prevented from re- 
turning to the mission field by the 
mental illness of her mother has glori- 
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fied God by her cheerful spirit, and by 
using her own neighborhood as a mis- 
sion field that God has given her. There 
is no word of complaint at her disap- 
pointment, but a rejoicing at the ones 
He allows her'to contact for Him. 

Most of us know nothing of physical 
persucution, but we may know the 
heartbreak of being misunderstood, of 
being the only Christian in a family, 
working among those who ridicule our 
faith and care nothing for the One 
most precious to us. God’s grace is 
sufficient for such Christians, too, and 
His fellowship more precious because 
fellowship with others is denied. 

We may long to be successful in 
Christian service, and allowed only a 
narrow sphere, known to but few and 
with seemingly few results. But He 
hath said, “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.” Isn’t that sufficient? 

God does not punish us, but He may 
chasten us because of His great love for 
His children. We will glorify Him in 
the chastening if we remember that He 
is treating us as sons and daughters. 

“In the fires”; fire burns and fire 
consumes. All the difficulties that come 
into our lives will be used of God to 
burn the dross from our souls, if we 
allow God to so work in us. “Our 
God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). 

It is our Father’s purpose to mold us 
into the image of His dear Son, our 
Saviour. Complete yieldedness to Him, 
loving submission in all trials and dif- 
ficulties, will be used of our Father for 
this great purpose, which will surely 
bring glory to Him! 


Our Father 
(Continued from page 166) 


can’t pray with our hearts if we don’t 
know what the words really mean, can 
we!” 

The children shook their heads. 

“What do they mean?” inquired Rob- 
bie, curiously. “I have a—a sort of idea, 
but not a very good one. There’s a lot 
I don’t understand.” 

“Yes, and there are a lot of big words 
in it, too,” said Dale. “ ‘Hallowed,’ and 
‘debtors,’ and ‘temptation,’ and ‘deliver’— 
what do they mean?” 

“Well, we'll find out,” laughed Miss 
MacDonald. “But we can’t do it all in 
one day. We'll have to examine the 
prayer bit by bit. Tomorrow we'll take 
a quick look at the whole prayer, and 


then we'll study it phrase by phrase. ° 


It won’t seem so hard when we really 
think it out together. 

“But before we stop today, let’s just 
ask God to be with us. We need Him 
to enlighten our minds, to help us to 
understand this prayer and to pray it 
with all our hearts. We especially need 
Him to help us to obey its laws in our 
own lives, so that we may help Him to 
bring about the answers to these things 
for which we pray. There’s no use in 
praying for things unless we are willing 
to help God carry them out, is there!” 

So the children bowed their heads 
and asked God to guide them in their 
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. 


study, and to give them obedient hearts. 


. Then they got busy at their morning’s 


work. 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that the Lord Jesus has taught us how 
we may pray to Thee. We thank Thee 
that He has opened the door of Heaven, 
that we may come right into Thy very 
presence with all our needs. We ask 
Thee to help us to realize what a won- 
derful privilege it is to be able to draw 
near to Thee in prayer. Teach us to 
pray aright, and give us obedient hearts 
and willing minds, that not only our 
prayers but also our lives may be well- 
pleasing in Thy sight. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 


(To be continued) 





This series of articles by E. Margaret Olark- 
son will be published in book form, in the 
summer of 1961, by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., and permission to 
serialize them has been granted to The Sunday 
School Times. 
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Temperance Nuggets 
(Continued from page 171) 


stroy its devastating power. Christians 
have often been complacent while or- 
ganizations and Alcoholics Anonymous 
have sprung up to do the job the 
Church should have been doing all 
the time.” 


What Is Alcohol?—Roy L. Smith, 
prominent Methodist replies, “The chem- 
ist defines it as a poison; the pathologist 
calls it a narcotic; the biologist names 
it a hazard; the sociologist calls it a 
waste; the economist calls it a parasite; 
the psychologist calls it a deceiver; and 
the criminologist calls it an accessory 
after the fact.” 


Problem Among New Zealand Pupils. 
—Drinking among New Zealand school 
children is becoming a national health 
problem, according to A. K. Gray, sec- 
retary of the Wellington National So- 
ciety on Alcoholism. The problem is 
that children of the secondary-school 
age do not know the dangers of the use 
of alcoholic drinks. 


Dr. David Starr Jordan was one of. 


the great scientists in the country. When 
he was president of Leland Stanford 
University, drinking was not tolerated. 
He said on one occasion, in talking to 
a freshman group, “Boys who smoke 
cigarettes and drink alcoholic beverages 
are like wormy apples—they drop be- 
fore their time.” 


Tranquilizers Increase Intoxication.— 
Tranquilizers apparently step up the in- 
toxicating effects of alcohol, according 
to the August (1960) Journal of the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him: I will be with him in 
trouble; I will deliver him, and 
honour him” (Psa. 91:15). 
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WHEATON 
TOURS 
EACH 
YEAR 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Jeseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468 Dept. T31 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a cana 
revival amon Ries lievers in 
Christ. A sma. soe — is burn- 
ing now among the students here. — 
us express to them your promise of 
prayer and your good will, (Also, a 
Bible Institute worker with executive 
ability is needed.) 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 

Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 

















24-PAGE GUIDEBOOK 


FREE 


Helps for your entire VBS program 
@ Step-by-step planning calendar 

e Up-to-the-minute publicity suggestions 
e Unusual ‘‘timely” handcraft ideas 

@ Scores of VBS accessory aids 

@ Effective closing program plans 












Also includes 
preview of 
**Living by 
God's Time,” 


your pupils in this jet 
age...teaches the 
NOW-time of salva- 
tion, the REDEEMED- 
time of Christian 
living. 


or write Scripture Press. 


0 YES, we would like without cost or obligation our 
FREE copy of the VBS Guidebook. 


Io Send special $3.40 Introductory Packet (add 30¢ 
postage). 
Name...cccccccccccccccccccccccccccececccccces 
| Address... ccccccccccccvccccccceccccccccccccase 
Re, ROT: ee eee | 
Church. .cccccccccccvcccces No. in S. S....00se0e0 
OPI RIE | 


Address. 
0 Money enclosed $3.70 () Bill — $SS-31 
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IS THERE 


PIONEER BLOOD 
IN YOUR VEINS ? 


If you respond to adventure 
in stories of the frontier days 
— if you sometimes feel a 
strange kinship with the men 
and women who conquered 
the Old West—then you have 
pioneer blood in your veins. 


Pioneering days are not over. 
Today in out-of-the-way rural 
communities American Sun- 
day-School Union missionaries 
are pioneering in Gospel work 
— starting Sunday schools in 
isolated communities like those 
below 




















Write for a copy of 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 


to learn more about pioneering 
with ASSU. Write to 
Department of Missions 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
| Our field workers are available for speak- 
ing engagements. 
THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 
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American Medical Association. Recent 
press stories covering the AMA report 
that persons taking the tranquilizer me- 
probamate should be warned that alco- 
holic drinks have a greater effect on 
them. It is one of the milder drugs 
and is frequently prescribed for ten- 
sion and insomnia. 

Prime Minister of Canada, Hon. John 
Diefenbaker, traveled about 20,000 miles 
during his campaign. He does not 
smoke or drink. His only rest came 
on Sundays, when he refused to cam- 
paign. He is a member of the Baptist 
Church. 


Youth Temperance Education Week 
has been proclaimed by the National 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 
for April 16-23. Churches, church schools, 
and organizations should observe this 
week by giving to the youth the truth 
about the need and value of absti- 
nence. Films, posters, and leaflets may 
be secured through your local and state 
WCTU, or from Mrs. Irene Curtis, Youth 
Temperance Council, 1730 Chicago Ave., 
Evanston, Ill. 


There are no depths of cruelty and 
criminality in the history of the human 
race to which people have not de- 
scended when under the influence of 
liquor. 
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Organizations, Conventions . . . 
(Continued from page 167) 


not the techniques and organizations of 
the world, but Spirit-filled, Spirit- 
equipped men and women of vision, 
faith, and courage, of sacrifice and un- 
flagging zeal. Some organization may be 
necessary, for God wiils that all should 
be done decently and in order, but the 
colossal robot that fills and dominates 
our lives and to which we give our 
strength to keep going seems an all too 
radical departure from the simplicity of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. “There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was 
John” (John 1:6). “The kingdom of 
God is not in word, but in power” (1 
Cor. 4:20). 
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European Christian Tour 


N unusually attractive European tour 
has been arranged, leaving New 
York oh the S.S. Liberte, of the French 
Line, on May 11th and returning to New 
York on the same ship forty-nine days 
later. The tour includes visits to Eng- 
land, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, and France. 

The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who“have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








A Spectacular Offer— 


With our program of outstanding speak- 
ers—Rowan Pearce, Andrew Telford, Artist 
Ding Teuling, etc., plus the finest musicians, 
we are offering FREE to all guests, four 
afternoon tours of the Capitol, White 
House, Supreme Court, Monument, Mt. 
Vernon, Annapolis, U. S. Naval Academy, 
etc. Our accommodations range from dor- 
mitories to the finest private rooms with 
bath. Excellent recreation program. Reason- 
able rates. Special rates for groups. 


WABANNA BIBLE CONFERENCE 
’ “On the Shores of the Chesapeake Bay” 
Write P. O. Box 2120 Washington, D. C. 

















Alaskan Cities To Be Visited 
By Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE scenery along the Inside Passage 

from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
to Skagway, Alaska, is magnificent, but 
this is not the only attraction on such a 
cruise as the Christian Fellowship Party 
will enjoy this summer. The relaxation 
and comfort aboard the Canadian Pa- 
cific’s S S Princess Louise will add much 
to the pleasure of such a vacation, as 
will the visits to interesting ports along 
the way. Stops will be made at Prince 
Rupert, Juneau, Ketchikan, and Wran- 
gell. Ketchikan is Alaska’s first city, 
commercially, 662 miles north of Seattle. 
It is on the western shore of Revilla- 
gigedo Island, overlooking beautiful 
Tongass Narrows. Homes built on the 
steep hillside command a spectacular 
view of the surrounding islands, of the 
sea, and of the waterfront. 

Commercial fishing is the main in- 
dustry, and the harbor is usually filled 
with all kinds of fishing boats. These 
boats bring in vast quantities of salmon 
and halibut for use in the canneries, 
Ketchikan is said to have the largest 
fleet for halibut fishing in the world. 

Ketchikan has some of the world’s 
finest totem poles. Totem poles were 
never used as idols and worshiped, as 
some have erroneously concluded. Ra- 
ther, they were revered because they 
carried the tribal emblems and recorded 
history of the family and clan. There 
are stores selling many Alaskan curios, 
original ceramics of Alaska clay, mini- 
ature totem poles, bone and ivory trin- 
kets and the like, for the traveler’s 
interest and possible purchase. There 
will also be time to stroll about this 
picturesque fishing capital of Alaska. 

Many other interesting and beautiful 
features will make this year’s tour de- 
lightful. Time will be spent in Seattle, 
one of the West’s finest cities. Accom- 
modations will be at the fine Olympic 
Hotel, and a full day will be spent in 
visiting beautiful Mt. Rainier, with lunch 
and dinner at the unique Paradise Inn. 
Portland, the “City of Roses,” will be 
visited, and around this area a fine 
sight-seeing tour will take the party to 
the charming Multnomah Falls and to 
Bonneville Dam, with a view of salmon 
struggling northward. Two nights will 
be spent at the magnificent Empress 
Hotel in Victoria, with sight-seeing of 
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this British city, with its world-famous 
Butchard’s Flower Gardens. Camera 
enthusiasts will have a grand time here. 
A thrilling railroad trip on a narrow- 
gauge railroad for about sixty-nine 
miles will take you through towering 
mountains and past sparkling lakes and 
beautiful wild flowers, from Skagway 
to Carcross in the Yukon Territory. 
Lake Louise and Banff will be visited, 
with an overnight at their beautiful 
hotels. 

This year’s Christian Fellowship Tour 
leaves Chicago July 13th and returns to 
Chicago August 2. For those who may 
be interested, there is an attractive folder 
available giving costs and details. Send 
a card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. Jaeger, a di- 
rector of the Times, and Mrs. Jaeger, 
will accompany the tour throughout. 
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Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by The Scripture Union, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 


Mon., March 20. Luke 22:14-20. 

As the Lord and His disciples gath- 
ered in the upper room for the Last 
Supper, He did something strange and 
new. He took another piece of un- 
leavened bread, gave thanks and broke 
it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, 








Subscription Rates (stated in U.S.A. dollars): 
One copy, or any number of copies less than 
five, $4.00 each, per year. One copy, five 
years, U.S.A., $15.00. Camada, $4.25 each; 
foreign, $5.50 each. Five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $3.00 each, per year. Canada, 
$3.25 each; foreign, $4.50 each. Single copies, 
10 cents each. 
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“This is my body which is given for 
you.” He next took the cup and passed 
it to His disciples, saying, “This cup is 
the new testament [covenant] in my 
blood, which is shed for you.” From 
then on, Christians were constantly to 
remember Christ’s death. 


Tues., March 21. Luke 22:24-30. 

Christ’s view of real Christian great- 
ness is different from that of the world. 
Men of wealth and position, of skill in 
sport and entertainment, men who 
order the lives of others and rule over 
them are the “great” ones, according to 
worldly standards. In Christ’s opinion, 
the great are those who have a child- 
like trust in Him (v. 26), who, by serv- 
ing others, serve Him (v. 27). Few of 
us can be great by worldly standards, 
but true greatness is within the reach 
of us all. However unskilled and ordi- 
nary we may be, we can still put our 
trust in our Lord and dedicate our lives 
to His service. 


Wed., March 22. Luke 22:31-38. 

(1) What an eager foe Satan is! (v. 
31.) Calling him by his old name, 
“Simon,” Jesus told Peter how keenly 
Satan was longing to capture him and 
bring him back to his old ways again. 
Satan is always alert. Watch out! (2) 
What a harassing thing temptation is! 
(v. 31.) Jesus likened temptation to a 
farmer winnowing wheat by tossing it 
into the air. Temptation is so unset- 
tling, but it has its values. As chaff is 
separated from grain only by winnow- 
ing, so temptation can remove many 
weaknesses from a Christian’s life. (3) 
How good our Lord is to us! (v. 32.) 
Our sin and failures grieve Him, but He 
is willing to restore us and use us to 
strengthen others. “When you have 
turned back to Me, Peter, strengthen 
thy brethren.” How gracious of Him 
to trust us again! (4) What a risky 
thing it is to boast! (v. 33.) Peter’s 
pride came before a bitter fall. Better 
to trust God than ourselves! 


Thurs., March 23. Luke 22:39-46. 

The Lord had earlier said, “Which of 
you, intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it?” 
(Luke 14:28.) He Himself came into 
the world to be and to build the “strong 
tower” of man’s salvation, the tower to 
which all of us can go and be quite 
safe. Part of the cost of building the 
tower was the unfathomable agony of 
Gethsemane where He finally accepted 
the will of His Heavenly Father. Our 
Saviour had never known what it was 
to sin. We know the uncomfortable 
burden of guilt in our consciences, the 
feeling that we are unclean in God’s 
sight. He had never experienced that. 
Now, for the first time ever, He be- 
came aware of the guilt of sin—not His 
own, but yours and mine. He bore our 
sins, and Gethsemane was the place 
where He began to pay the price in 
full. 


Fri., March 24. Luke 22:47-53. 


John tells us that it was Malchus’s 
ear which was cut off by Peter’s sword. 
Our Lord healed the ear, and, from this 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


OVER 2,000,000 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. ey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 Cc 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 
revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers have 
been completed and you can now purchase exact copies at the 
following low prices POSTPAID: 
ist Reader... $2.50 4th Reader... $3.50 
2nd Reader... $2.75 5th Reader_______.$3.75 
3rd Reader... $3.25 6th Reader.._..__..$4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-3, Rowan, lowa 


A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 


Why he returned to the Protestant Faith of his 
Fathers. $2.50 postpaid. Still steadily in demand. 
By W. E. R. O’Gorman 
Favorably reviewed by The Sunday School Times, 
Home Missions, Baptist & Reflector, Eternity, etc. 
Pamphlets on. “Mixed Marriages,” ‘Whither Goest 

Thou, America?’ and ‘‘Prayer”—just off press. 
REV. W. E. R. O‘GORMAN 
P. O. Box 1053 Glendale 5, California 


ohoes, N. Y. 





























Looking for a Coeducational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


(Also grades 7 and 8) 
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SHARK River HILLs 


NEPTUNE, New JERSEY 
Box 65 
Attention Dr. John J. McCall 


Distinctive Christian Education 

















BIBLE STUDENTS 


HOLY LAND TOUR 


22 days—Leave June 24, 1961 
(Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel, 
Istanbul, Greece, Italy) 


ALL EXPENSE—$1385, New York 
Experienced Leaders 
DR. ERICH KIEHL 


and 
REV. WALDO WERNING 
Free Folder from— 


STANDARD TRAVEL SERVICE, 
Inc. 
4627 Hampton Ave., Saint Louis 9, Missouri 

















HOW SHOULD A CHILD BE TRAINED? 
By Bishop J. C. Ryle 
This reprint of the series of a articles pub- 
lished in the TIMES will be found most helpful to 
parents, teachers, pastors, and child study groups. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 
per hundred. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

Box 177S Phila. 5, Pa. 























PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tel] us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 

.. plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 


“ 
miracle, we can learn three lessons: (1) — 
Our Heavenly Father allows men to do 
wicked things, but only for a short © 
time. When Jesus said, “This is your 
hour, and the power of darkness” (vy. / 
53), this is precisely what He meant. | 
Will you remember that, when things 
go wrong and when people wrong you? © 
God will conquer in the,end. (2) It is” 
easier to use worldly wéapons than the | 
weapons of God. Peter relied on a ™ 
sword, but Jesus relied on obeying His © 
Father’s will. When Peter used his ~ 
sword, he did so little. After Pente-— 
cost, when Peter trusted God, he did ~ 
so much. Where is your trust? In 
worldly “weapons” like money and in-— 
fluence? Or is it in God? (3) Jesus 
sometimes graciously puts right the 
mistakes and blunders which His serv- 
ants make. He has overruled many of 
the writer’s mistakes, too. What a king) 4 
and thoughtful Saviour He is! 

Sat., March 25. Luke 22:54-62, 
“Pride cometh before a fall” (Prov. 
16:18). How true that saying is, and 
how perfectly Peter illustrates it! No- 
tice the five downward steps that” 
Peter took before denying our Lord, © 
Step 1 was his proud boasting, “Al-~ 
though all shall. be offended, yet will 
not I” (Mark 14:29). Step 2 was 
prayerlessness. When Jesus bade Peter 
pray, he fell asleep (v. 45). Step 3— 
“Peter followed afar off” (v. 54). Step” 
4—He chose the wrong company. Verse 
55 shows Peter warming himself at the © 
world’s fire. Step 5 followed naturally. | 
Boastful, prayerless, away from Ch 
in the wrong company, Peter’s hea 
was so filled with fear that he denied | 
His Lord once—twice—three times. But 
Jesus was exceedingly kind. He turned — 
and looked on Peter. And the look in™ 
His eyes melted Peter’s heart into true’ 
repentance. 2 


Sun., March 26—Palm Sunday. 
Luke 22:68-71,_ 

We shall appreciate the triumph and” 
glee of those religious leaders much” 
more if we understand Christ’s remarks ~ 
in verse 70. We may put His sentence ~ 
like this: “What you say is perfectly J 
true. I am the Christ!” There was no” 
doubt about it. Jesus admitted that’ E 


‘He was Christ, and those men had no. / 


DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 
excuse for disbelieving Him. They, 


could have accepted Him as the Son of | 
God there and then, but their hearts ™ 
were so rebellious, obstinate, and blind © 


We'll be happy to send you the Free booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 

explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 

the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have | that they refused. Rebellion had 80% 

a share. — wey nag res ee ; 

ey cruc e Son o who 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! could Rave exved them. Beware of the. 

voice that says, “I won't, I won't!” : 








Write: Annuity Department 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me, without obligation, information relating to: 
0 Moody Annuity Plan. © Wills. 


Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Mar. 13—Luke 11:1-13 
Tues., Mar. 14—Luke 6: 12-16 
Wed., Mar. 15—Matthew 26:36-46 
Name Thurs., Mar. 16—John 17:1-5 

Fri., Mar. 17—John 17:6-11 
Address. Sat., Mar. 18—John 17:12-19 
Sun., Mar. 19—John 17:20-26 








City Zone. 
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